
2021-2022 Lau Plan, Model Laboratory Schools at Eastern Kentucky University

The district should have a plan designed to meet the instructional needs of English Learners
(ELs) which is referred to as a Lau Plan (Lau v. Nichols, 1974). The plan should be designed to

meet the district obligations to ELs under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act and the Equal
Educational Opportunities Act (EE0A).

Lau Plan Team Members:

Christopher Budano, PhD - Interim Secondary Principal
Cheyanne Bustle - Elementary School Counselor

Peter Edwards, EdD - High School Instructor
Mary Tom Emanuel - Elementary School Instructor

Jana Mayer - Elementary School Instructor
Jilliane McCardle, EdD - English Learners Coordinator and Instructor

Rebecca Petrey - High School Counselor
Ellen Woolery - High School Instructor

I. Guiding Principles

Model Laboratory School is a public, K-12 laboratory school established in 1906 on the
campus of Eastern Kentucky University. Model provides a rigorous, world-class
educational experience for next-generation leaders, including all students who speak a
language other than English. In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act and the
Equal Educational Opportunities Act, Model will provide the same educational
experiences and opportunities to all who enroll. We focus on increasing English
language proficiency for all EL students so they may participate fully in both academic
and extracurricular activities.

II. Enrollment, Identification and Placement of ELs in a Language Instruction
Educational Program (LIEP)

The identification and placement process for English Learners is taken directly from the
District Guide to English Learners from the Kentucky Department of Education. The
identification process is as follows:

ESSA 3113(b)(2) requires states to establish standardized statewide entrance and exit
procedures for ELs. These procedures must be applied consistently across the state
and consistent with federal civil rights obligations under Title VI. ESSA 1112(e)(3)(D)
prohibits states and LEAs from basing any part of the EL identification process on the
basis of a surname or language-minority status. Please note that Title III funds cannot
be used for purposes related to the identification of ELs.

Home Language Survey
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In Kentucky, all local school districts are required to administer a Home Language Survey
(HLS) to all students in grades K-12 upon their initial enrollment in the district as a first
screening process to identify potential English learner students (703 KAR 5:070 and the
associated guidance). The HLS should be completed by the student’s parent/guardian.
Chapter 1 of the OELA English Learner Toolkit, Identifying All English Learner Students,
advises districts and schools to reassure parents that the HLS is used solely to offer
appropriate educational services, not for determining legal status or for immigration
purposes. This includes questions regarding immigration status, date the child first
entered the U.S., etc. Information such as a child’s Social Security Number (SSN) cannot
be required for enrollment (Plyler v. Doe, 1982). If a district’s enrollment form asks for
the SSN, it must be made clear to parents that providing this information is voluntary.
The HLS shall be based at a minimum on four questions and if needed, translations or
oral interpreters provided at no expense to the families. The four questions are:

1. What is the language most frequently spoken at home?
2. Which language did your child learn when he/she first began to speak?
3. What language does your child most frequently speak at home?

4. What language do you most frequently speak to your child?

To obtain accurate information and avoid including any questions with a chilling
effect, it is recommended that the HLS be a separate document from the district
enrollment form. See the Fact Sheet: Information on the Rights of All Children to
Enroll in School and the related Questions and Answers for States, School Districts
and Parents for more information on what can and cannot be requested upon a
child’s enrollment in school.

EL Identification Process

Step One: Administer the Home Language Survey (HLS) to all students
upon initial enrollment.

Step Two: Review the responses on the HLS. If any of the answers on the HLS
are a language other than English, the student is a “potential EL” and will need
to be assessed. If all responses on the HLS are English, no additional action
needs to be taken. The student is not considered an EL.

If the student is in Kindergarten, administer the W-APT for Kindergarten.

If the student is in grades 1-12, administer the WIDA Screener Online. If
the student in grades 1-12 scores a 4.5 overall composite on the WIDA
Screener Online, the student is identified as Initially Fully English
Proficient (IFEP). Students in grades 1-12 identified as IFEP will not take
the ACCESS for ELLs in January. If the student in grades 1-12 scores
below a 4.5 overall composite, the students is identified as an EL. A
Kindergarten student who has taken the W-APT test must be enrolled as
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an EL student, regardless of the W-APT score results in accordance with
Kentucky’s EL Identification and Placement Guidance. Although parents
may decline EL services.

Section G of the Dear Colleague Letter provides additional guidance
regarding meeting the needs of students who have opted out of services.

Step Three: Create a Program Service Plan (PSP). Once a student is identified as an
EL, the district is required to provide a PSP. Parents must be notified and invited to
the PSP meeting within 30 days of the first day of school. If the student was enrolled
after the start of the school year, the PSP meeting must occur within 2 weeks of
enrollment as required by ESSA 1112(e)(3)(A-B) and 703 KAR 5:070. All EL students
will take the ACCESS for ELLs test in January. This process is also outlined in WIDA’s
Kentucky English Learner Identification and Placement Guide.

Families can opt to waive EL services. When a parent declines participation, the
school district retains a responsibility to ensure that the student has an equal
opportunity to have his or her English language and academic needs met through
instructional and/or assessment accommodations in the classroom as needed. These
students will also be required to participate in the annual ACCESS test until meeting
the state exit criteria.

III. Description of the Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP)

The LIEP consists of instruction of the general education teachers as well as the English
Learners instructor.

The English Learners instructor receives professional development specific to English
Learners. The English Learners instructor receives these through a mixture of
in-person and online opportunities.

General Education teachers may receive professional development from the English
Learners instructor during faculty meetings, during PSP meetings, and embedded in the
collaboration with the English Learners teacher.

To determine which EL services and programs are best suited for a student identified as
an EL, the PSP Committee shall consider the student’s:

a. English proficiency level
b. Grade level
c. Educational background
d. Language background for bilingual programs
e. Other assessment data

Other child-centered factors the LAC may consider include:
f. Student’s native language literacy
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g. Acculturation into U.S. society
h. Length of time in U.S. schools

IV. Process to Provide Meaningful Access to all Co-curricular and Extracurricular
Programs and Activities

EL students must be provided meaningful access to all curricular and extra-curricular
programs. Meaningful access includes, but is not limited to:

a. Grade-appropriate curricula so promotion and graduation requirements are
achieved
b. Equal opportunity to participate in all programs, including pre-school, full-day
kindergarten, magnet, gifted and talented, career and technical education, arts,
and athletic programs, Advanced Placement, Dual Credit, clubs, and honor
Societies

V. EL Professional Development for Staff who Deliver Instruction or Support the
Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) for ELs

Certified general education teachers shall receive annual training and support for
the implementation of accommodations to provide equitable access to the
general education curriculum for English Learners. The EL Coordinator/Instructor
shall provide professional learning experiences for teachers working with EL
students.

VI. Annual English Language Proficiency Assessment and Administration

English Learners, who have not attained English language proficiency, shall be
assessed during statewide testing in a valid, reliable manner and provided
appropriate accommodations to yield accurate data regarding student knowledge
and ability in academic content areas.

ESSA 1111 (2) (G) requires districts to assess the ELP of all EL students on an
annual basis. In Kentucky, Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs and ACCESS for ELLs 2.0
(grades 1-12) is given to all ELs during the annual testing window. ACCESS assesses
the student’s language in four domains: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Any student with an EL identification must take the ACCESS test. An EL student
will participate in the annual ACCESS test until meeting the state exit criteria.

The Alternate ACCESS is a paper-based test individually administered to ELs in
grades 1-12 with significant cognitive disabilities. Each student’s IEP team
determines which assessment the student should take, and each student’s IEP or
504 team determines if accommodations are required.
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VI. Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) Exit Criteria and Procedures

The program guidelines shall include an evaluation process that includes objective
exit criteria to indicate when students:

a. have developed the required proficiency in using English to speak, listen,
read, and write with comprehension
b. can enter and successfully participate in classrooms not tailored for
English learners
c. can expect to graduate from high school

In order to exit from an EL program in the state of Kentucky, a student must
achieve a score of 4.5 or higher Overall Composite Proficiency Level on
Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs or a score of 4.5 or higher Overall Composite
Proficiency Level Tier B/C on ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 for grades 1-12. Students taking
the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs must score a P2 or higher Overall Composite in
order to exit EL status. The Program Exit Date will be June 30 of the school year in
which the student exited services.

If a student transfers to Model Laboratory Schools from a nonWIDA state and is
monitor and/or exit status in that state, the monitor and/or exit status will be
honored, and the student will continue with the monitor and/or exit status.

VIII. Monitoring Procedures after Students Exit the Language Instruction Educational
Program (LIEP) Program

The academic progress of EL students who have been Redesignated Fully English
Proficient (RFEP) shall be monitored for four years. The following information may
be considered:

a. records on length of time from entry in a US English speaking school to
exit from the EL program
b. performance on standardized achievement tests
c. grades in content area classes
d. grade point average
e. parent observations and/or feedback
f. teacher observations
g. meeting promotion and graduation requirements
h. graduation rates

If monitoring shows that a student is struggling in academic performance and/or English
language skills, additional supports must be made available to the student.

IX. EL Program Evaluation

Model Laboratory Schools shall provide an English language program to assist English
Learners in attaining English proficiency, develop high levels of academic achievement in
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English, and achieve the same high standards that all students in the district are expected
to meet. Instructional programs for English Learners shall be evaluated regularly to
determine whether progress is being made toward removing language barriers and to
identify instructional changes that need to be made.

X. Meaningful Communication with Parents and Caregivers

Multilingual families are entitled to meaningful communication in a language they can
understand to provide adequate notice of information about any program, service, or
activity communicated to English speaking families.

ESSA 1112(e)(3)(A-B) requires each district to provide families with notification of their
student’s identification as an English Learner and placement in a Language Instruction
Educational Program (LIEP). Notification must be provided to families no later than 30
days after the first day of school or within 14 days of identification for a student who
enrolls after the first day of school.


